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[ntroduction

The approach to writing at Cagtleward Spencer Academy is baged on the
extengively regearched “The Write Stuff” program by Jane Congidene.
Thig acheme ig uged in gchoolg acrogg the country with a strong evidence

bage for helping pupils to learn the neceggary skills for writing.
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Curriculum Drivers

Reading - We firmly believe that if children can read well and read widely, they will be best placed to
achieve in all areag of the curriculum. By the time pupile leave Cagtleward, they will be able to read with
accuracy and fluency, to analyse what they have read and developed an enjoyment of reading for

pleagure.

Knowledge - Knowledge ig like glue that eticke information ag well ag learning together. When we have
prior knowledge about a topic, we understand it better. Topicg are personalised to meet the needs of the
pupile who attend the school, ensuring that they have opportunities to apply prior knowledge to new

learning experienceg and developing reagoning and problem-golving skills.

Communieation - Pupils learn to articulate their ideag, feelings and undergtanding of new vocabulary
in order to engage with otherg through spoken language. They become effective speakerg and ligteners

empowering them fo better understand themgelves, each other and the world around them. Being able to
effectively communicate allows pupile to develop and deepen their subject knowledge and understanding
through talk in the claggroom, which hag been planned, designed, modelled, gcaffolded and structured to

enable them o learn the gkills needed to communicate effectively.

Castleward Spencer Academy Curriculum
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The Seven Guiding Principles

for effective English teaching

(. A happy place to learn - A learning culture that ie baged on trugt and challenge. A senge of
warmth from within the claggroom and high expectationg of all. Staff show an enthugiagm for the
subject that they are teaching and regpond sengitively to the needg of all children.

2. Know your stuff - Staff need to be the experts, with a flair to communicate their knowledge in an
engaging and fun way. Subject knowledge and a consigtent approach are key to thig, <o that linke can
be made outeide the gpecific context of the leggon e.q. eroge curricular and life beyond the clagsroom.

3.Make it clear - the need to plan, edit and annotate writing and the procese that thig involues.
Showing explicitly the process that you take ag a writer, talking the children through every point.

4. Pupils at heart - When staff are gengitively attuned 1o the needs of the pupile in the clagsroom,
there i a direct link to their engagement and the quality of the work they produce.

5. Links and Layers - Pupils remember thinge better and longer if they discover them themgelveg
rather than being told explicitly. Children’s braing are congtantly seeking connectiong, patterns and
gimilaritieg in all areag of their learning in order to better their undergtanding of the world.

6. Talk as a tool - Talk can be uged by gtaff to emphagise, magnify and make links in learning. Careful
modelling can make explicit what ig often ageumed or ig legs obvious. Talking through ideag helpe
children to shape and reghape their thinking ag they go along.

7. Review, reflect, respond - Making time to review work ig vital, g0 that children who have logt
their way can modify and reflect on the tagk in hand. Talk ig targeted to individuals and differentiated to
meet their needg, ie the most effective meang of achieving gpeedy impact when it comeg to writing
gtandards.
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Teaching Writing in the EYFS?

+ Creating opportunities within learning areag for reading and writing.

+ Allowing children to explore, experience and develop interests.

+ Knowing your children and their interegts.

+ Bringing language together to deepen their thinking and learning.

Children need to be confident talkerg before they can be confident writers.

» Enauring that there ig etrong robust teaching of language that filters into

both reading and writing.
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FANTASTIC
Shaping thinking,
talking, drama and

writing.

CATALYTIC
Quality of
communication

/

REALISTIC

Building upon

knowledge and/
applying.

The Write Stuff by Jane Considine
EYFS Rainbow
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How do the FANTASTICs work?

How?
The FANTASTICs allow pupile to explore their perceptiong through nine
different lengeg (Noticing, Touching, Smelling, Tagting, Checking, Agking,

Feeling, [magining & Action). Thege lenges sharpen children’s gkille -
scaffolding their attempts at degcriptive writing and introducing them gently
to the wide range of human thoughte, feeling behaviourg and motivations.

Why?

Oupile often struggle with ideag for writing. Many have untapped regervoirg of
memorieg, with the potential to be expanded, but flounder when acked to
trangfer to paper. The FANTASTICg not only help young writers to “ctop the
clock’ and look more clogely at the world around them, they alco provide a

reagauring framework for their emergent creative (and non fiction) writing.



Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User


How do the CATALYTICs work?

How?

The CATALYTICg provide pupile with a wide range of opportunites to epark and initiate quality talk into

writing. The pupile are immerged in a wide range of vocabulary throughout the provigion, 2o that the new
wordg can be brought to life and uged in context wherever possible. [t i¢ important that pupile know the
difference between formal and informal language and know how to uge thie when writing for a variety of
different purposeg. Our aim at Cagtleward Spencer Academy, i to nurture the uniqueness of every child by
finding out ag much ag we can about them pergonally. We want to capture children’s ideag and then help

them showcage this ag they write.

Why?
Using the CATALY TICg pupils become aware of how characters feel and how thig can be portrayed through
their writing. Wherever pogsible, writing is baged on their experiences. Staff plan in opportunities for thig
through vigite, continuoug provigion and gtoriee and never aseume that the children will have experienced the

concept before.

At Cagtleward Spencer Academy, we know the importance of talking to the children, rather than at them.
When gpeaking to children, staff engure that they are at eye level wherever posible and show a real interest
in what they have to say. Throughout the day, staff are congtantly modelling their thought process. They are

aleo highly killed when upporting children to develop empathy for other peoples thoughts and feelings.

The uge of Talk Partners ig used throughout the day, so that pupile can support each other through the
writing process. A clear focus on imaginative talk ig aleo incorporated into this process, ag children need to
have experienceg through drama and real life situationg to understand and interpret different gcenarios. Thig

aleo helps to build on new vocabulary to further develop writing.
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How do the REALISTICs work?

How?
The REALISTICe symbolg are a range of different genre types that children

are expoged to during their time in the Foundation Stage.The symbolg are uged

in the learning enviroment to help the children become purposeful writerg. At
Castleward Spencer Academy, we want children to be able to confidently talk

about themgelveg; what they like/dislike and why.

Why?
At Castleward Spencer Academy, our aim ig for all pupile to be logical thinkers,
who are able to sequence and order their thoughts. Staff capture chidlren’s
ideag and support them to write thig down. We encourage children to write for

a variety of purpoges baged on the experiences that they have gained both

ingide the clasgroom and beyond.



Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User


What does it look like?
Getting to know me

At Cagtleward Spencer Academy, we get to know the children through
talk and the FANTASTICa symbole.
Ag practitioners we can geribe what a child ie saying:

) ©
(o)(o)

[ eay “you have a crown?”

| will gee my teacher.

7

[ will touch my new
lunch box.

[ feel excited.

[ think [ will have fun.

[ like laughing. l:
[ like to play with
Barbies.

[ will eat my [ can emell the
orange. achool dinners.
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What does it look like?
Getting to know me

[t ig vital to build positive relationghips and have a clear understanding
of personal interegte. Children need to be sticky knowledge collectore.
At Cagtleward we help children make linkg, joing and connectiong with
what they already know.

What do you like to do?

[ like... [ really like... [ love...

Ll UL B N " 00 0
\—/ NS NS NS N NS

Drawing mongterg

Flying planes at Playing games Teaching phonics
the airport
photographe / echool & home / experiences
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What does it look like?
E xperiences

Non - fiction
\ ¥ x Experlienceg
Exploring snow: %
X X
7 Real 1 1

The nine lengeg:

The children might gay..

Q [ feel cold.

©) ' The enow ie white.

f} The gnow feelg cold.

‘, [ like to run in the genow.
Liog
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Enhancing the vocabulary:

Show ballg
Blizzard

What does it look like?
E xperiences

Freezing

Slippery
Crunchy

E xcited
Seared

Wet
Snow balle
Blizzard

ley

,~ "Language frame
v

—> Model
— Attempt

= Draigce
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What does it look like?
E xperiences

Modelling sentences:

Q [ feel cold. -

@l The enow ie white. -

@ The enow feele cold. -

,~ Language frame
v

) Wt — Model
Show balle Th . [
Blizzard e SNow 18 3 lpperg. - Aﬁempf

ley

= Draice
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What does it look like?
Environment - Talk

Environment: Submerge FANTASTIC symbols within the environment
to help children interact with different learning areag.

® 0 =~

»
Y |
-

. |

Hot Hammering Broken parts

Sweaty Scerewing Dusty

Ache Sawing Tool box

Exhausted  Glueing Hard hat
5 0 @

Yellow Smooth Mouth watering

White Sticky Delicate

Triangle Rough Cheegy

Crugt Qoft Ootent
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What does it ook like?
Environment - Word Collectors

Environment: Submerge language within the environment.

G(U g Bubble

Qizzle

Crunch
Clank
Spit

Children can find and collect the words.
Children come back together and
showeage the worde via drama.

Zones of Relevance:

Undergtanding what ig relevant in each learning area.

The pote and pang clunk together.
Clunk! Clunk! Clunk!
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What does it look like?
Through Stories

Through stories: Extend and deepen language (eynonyme & conjunctions)

4 ’@Cafoh it!
4 # Talk it!

&)/ Make it! ~ Sentences
Join it! = Conjunctione

wageNs

Baby Monkey hag logt hie mum. How might he be feeling?
Monkey wag feeling...

Me To You
Qad Qad Qad
Upset Upset Upset
Worried Worried Worried
Concerned Concerned Concerned
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What does it look like?
Through Stories

The CATALYTICq are all about
communication and the quality of

exchanges. Thig ig when we

gpark talk and ignite excitement.

Enjoy conversationg

. " Streteh your vocabulary
o® Pogitive communication
Engaged deep talk

Children need to have modelg of how to have deep and enriching
convergationg (web of attachment).

The power of talk ig vital.
Talk needs to be personal and regarded with prestige.

We know from the growing body of regearch that vocabulary at age 5 ig
one of the gtrongest predicators of outcomes of children and thege benefite
continue into adult life .
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What does it look like?
Qerve and return convergations

Serve and return conversations: We model how to ligten and respond in
order to achieve deep and enriching convergation.

Modelling:
Teacher & Teacher
Teacher & Pupil
Conversation rope:
~—— =
' f
Ooh.. Tell me
[nteresting Really? more

Children ligten out for lovely ligtening exchanges.
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What does it look like?
Together Talk

Together Talk: Modelling communication gkille while extending and bridging
old and new language.

. ol ' ‘_’
. ‘," /
[nterests (Yes/No) k

Choge something that

e o f.h e chids [nteregte Emotiong Other
interested in.

Child A Dinogaurg Tearful Storm
Emotions
Make it pergonal Child B Carg E xcited Caterpillar
o Child C Ninjag Worried Dineapple
Qomething inferecting Yes or No Feeling Talking point

Self regulation
Allowing children to recognige emotiong and mange feelinge eafely.
: - Bullying
Kindnege ~ Strearing IBehialat Loved
E xcited Conflict Throwing objecte  Talking
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What does it look like?
Collector of Words

Collector of words: Word collecting i very deliberate and planned. Children go

on lanquage word hunte.

Sag I]L.I —> Teacher
Throw it! - Teacher

Welcoming Rugtic Qvergrown
Wooden Sl Dagr

Homely Cozy [ngecte
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What does it look like?
Talking Tins

Talking Tine: Allow knowledge and language to be orally collected and be
related to themes or topice.

Talking Tins:

® B o ¢

4 v ' 4
leacher Oupil 1 | Bupill 2 [ Pupil 3
Definition!  |Fact gplat!|Fact splat!|Fact gplat!

Fact gplate
explain characterigtice

Convergation/film/
book/artefact/picture

Fact finding should be given high value.
Knowledge ie crucial and children need to start collecting it.
Knowledge ig sticky and we want children to be sticky knowledge collectors.
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What does it look like?
Yes or No

Yes or No: Supports children dealing with migconceptions ag well ag clarify
definitiong and sharpeng thinking.

Reptiles

%9 Examplee | Non-examples S

Mammal
Learning new ‘ m o e

knowledge allows for Title Flephant %

the exploration of new -

lanquages, ideag and U ‘
interegte. b -

Qnake Frog x

s Amphibian
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What does it look like?
Imaginative Talk

[maginative Talk: Allowing children to role play, take on different
perconalities, talk about what they want to be when they grow up, step
into the shoeg of others particularly characters they meet in books.

Meaningful Moments Bagket - before you read the story
Book: Logt and Found
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What does it look like?
I[maginative Talk - Seulpting Characters

Sculpting Characters: Children can work in pairg, in role ag
characterg (body language and movementa).

Book: Logt and Found
Characters: A boy & a penquin

Balancing Lot
Squawk
Suit cage
Umbrella

Waddling Standing up etraight
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What does it look like?
Imaginative talk - Communal Voice

Communal Voice: Children etand behind a character and create 4
conversation.

Book: Logt and Found
Characters: A boy & a penguin

'
,

Do you

o

i« Can you
ike

awim?
eailing?
[ can nof | Do 909’
wait 10 like 10 eat
991' home. ﬁgh?

Use new vocabulary during role play.


Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User


What does it look like?
Narrative Map

Narrative Maps & Plot Points: Whilet teaching a Write Stuff narrative unit, a narrative map
should be created, digplayed and chared with pupils. A narrative map ig uged to digplay and
explore the plot pointe. A plot point ie a summariged key moment in narrative. Plot pointe should
be glowly revealed and added to the narrative map ag you progrese through a unit and teach
each Sentence Stacking leagon.

The gtory ie broken down into three plot points. They are revealed one at a time though the unit.

The number of plot pointe can vary from story to story. Each plot point should then have its own
dedicated gentence.

Jack and the Beangatalk

‘ 3 plot points - 3 sentences

@ A L&

| w 4004

'l 0.0 J l
.

¢

’
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What does it look like?
Types of writing

[nformal Formal
igi mpo rtant 1o Blog Poem Traditional talee  Wanted pogter
_ Diary Carde | Letter Speech
prOV'de exposure to Pogteard [nvitation | Recipeg Labele
different types of Speech E-mail | Directiong Newgpapers
writing. Text meggage Story [nvitationg
Speech Advert

~ Arange of high quality fext types have been chogen
that link to the topice being taught acrose the year,
| pleage see Long Term Plan for further details.

4" Breaking down a story: Jack and the Beanstalk
m lopic: Growing,.

Sy
Jack and the Beangtalk [nstructiong on planting a bean
3 plot points - 3 sentences etc ‘ 3 way points - 3 sentences ete

w ) bbb

Dlo’r pomfg
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What does it look like?
Planning in Action

Pupil writing process:

Word Jottings

Qentence eteme

Wordg into
own gentenceg

Qentence makerg

Autumn Term

Children verbally euggest ideag uging new
modelled lanquage. The teacher then modelg
them into gentenceg. Focug on Feeling, Notice

and Actione FANTASTIC q.

Spring Term
Children continue to euggest ideag verbally but wil

now attempt to complete their own chottingg
(chatting about wordg and jotting ideag)

By_the end of the Spring Term
Children attempt to write their own gentenceg

independently with jotted words. The teacher wil
continue to support and geaffold where required

Summer Term

Children have confidence in word collecting
and become gentenceg makers.
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What does it look like?
Planning in Action

Pupil writing process:
Spring Term
Word Jottingg Children jot down wordg and new modelled
language. The teacher then modela them into
gentences.

w‘ = ’ t Ben's asckn WA

‘ bma He felt
!al "\3):’
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What does it look like?
Planning in Action

Pupil writing process:

Spring Term

ot @i Children continue to suggest ideag verbally but wil

now attempt to complete their own chottinge

(chatting about wordg and jotting ideag)
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What does it look like?
Planning in Action

Pupil writing process:

By_the end of the Spring Term
Words into Children attempt to write their own gentences
owh gentenceg independently with jotted wordg. The teacher wil

continue to support and scaffold where required

) ten 2. Tim J°JJ'(‘3-
—_—
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What does it look like?
Planning in action

Pupil writing process:

Summer Term

Sentence makerg Children have confidence in word collecting
and become gentenceg makers.

Thinking side template - Thig would be stuck into books and the children
would then write their sentence opposite.

Plot Point |

=, CrandmaFANTASTIC | Jack wag feeling anxioug.
i words

--

- gnxioug

- niggly
- jittery

- on edge

My fabulous words
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"

All together now

2.

Teacher model write

3.

Working together

What does it look like?
Planning - Overview

Children jotting
down words.

One word into
gentences.

These are pogsible words
children could suggest by
themgelveg. The teacher
might model and then
encourage children to be
brave and have a go.

Construet a sentence
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What does it look like?
Planning - Example Overview

Words into sentences - Lesson Structure

Book: Jack and the Beanstalk.
Plot point: Jack climbing the beanstalk.

Main writing structure (Teacher):

Model Enable

[nitiate
A4y
g o8 Higher
s r
:(_l Cloger
oL Above

& =
Jack climbed Have a go!
higher and higher. |(Pairg & independent)

I

Word collecting

v

Model hew wordg

in gentenceg



Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User

Mobile User


What does it look like?
Meaningful Moments

Meaningful moments: Meaningful momente are not etory bagkets, (which
have significant objecte from the whole of the story) but are bagkets that
make momentg in the story meaningful to children at the precige time in the
gtory that they are needed.

Book: Smarteat Giant [n Town

Brovoking talk and creating an experience: Giants new clothes...
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What does it look like?
Rejuvenate Writing

Non fiction needs to be more than a recount or a get of ingtructiong.
There are postcards, blogs, text meggages, advice leaflets that children
can engage with.

Dear Mre Smith Way Points
© |©-
@ @ = Proud

> P = Quegtion
’ ’

PR

Grandmama Fantagtic

/% = Sign off
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Example:

Dear Mre Smith,

You've been really emiley thie week.

[ am really pleaged that you made me 4
cup of tea.

What ig your favourite biscuit?

Have a lovely weekend,

Grandmama Fantagtic

What does it look like?
Rejuvenate Writing

Way Points

= Kind

= Proud

= Quegtion

= Sign off
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What does it look like?
Working Wall

In each clageroom the following should be clearly digplayed go that children

can accesq it throughout the day.

+ Large EYFS Rainbow to be digplayed on the teaching wall

 Plot pointe of the text

+ Photographg, o that children can relive key experiences

- Exampleg of children’s sentences which are named, thege can be verbal

that have been written by an adult

- Key vocabulary
- Model text (part of or full

- Dogtere of the lengeg
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What does it look like?
Evidence

Learning Journals:

+ An example of emergent writing per unit. Thig could be in the form of a
picture or a gentence linked to the text.

* Photographe of the children rehearging the story in the continuoug
provigion.

- Verbal recounte of the children suggesting sentences for the different
plot pointe.

+ Obgervation notes of the children uging key vocabulary independently.

Dhalil

Castleward Spmce.r

Academy
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