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Withymoor Primary School 

Curriculum Intent 

At Withymoor Primary School we value and promote kindness and respect for all

individuals, regardless of their race, gender, disability, religion or sexual

orientation. We aim to offer, through a diverse, rich and challenging curriculum,

exciting learning opportunities that develop curiosity, resilience, creativity and

the skills of collaboration. We also aim to instil in our pupils a love of learning, an

appreciation of the world, and a positive, secure sense of self. We want

everyone at our school to achieve and be the very best that they can. Our

curriculum is underpinned by our core value of Learning together, aiming for

excellence.



Withymoor Primary School 

History Subject Intent 

 At Withymoor, we aim to provide a high quality history curriculum which inspires curiosity and

fascination about Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It is our intent that children will have a

secure and broad knowledge of their local area heritage and understand how it connects to wider

society as well as regional, national and international events. Through studies of significant

people, events and time periods, children will secure their understanding of chronology and
develop a context for their growing sense of identity. They will compare and contrast, making

connections with themes in history, as well as evaluating the impact and influence through time.

Through drama, role play, artefacts and use of interactive digital media, our children will be

immersed in historical contexts allowing them to develop the necessary skills to ask perceptive

questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and
judgement.



Essential Characteristics 

& Key Concepts in History 
Essential Characteristics

 ●An excellent knowledge and understanding of people, events, and contexts from a range of historical periods and of historical concepts 
and processes. • The ability to think critically about history and communicate ideas very confidently in styles appropriate to a range of 
audiences. • The ability to consistently support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views using detailed, appropriate and 
accurate historical evidence derived from a range of sources. • The ability to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past, 
formulating and refining questions and lines of enquiry. • A passion for history and an enthusiastic engagement in learning, which develops 
their sense of curiosity about the past and their understanding of how and why people interpret the past in different ways. • A respect for 
historical evidence and the ability to make robust and critical use of it to support their explanations and judgments. • A desire to embrace 
challenging activities, including opportunities to undertake high quality research across a range of history topics.

Key Concepts 

Investigate and interpret the past 

This concept involves understanding that our understanding of the past comes from an interpretation of the available evidence. 

Build an overview of world history 

This concept involves an appreciation of the characteristic features of the past and an understanding that life is different for different sections of society. 

Understand chronology 

This concept involves an understanding of how to chart the passing of time and how some aspects of history studied were happening at similar times in different 
places. 

Communicate historically 

This concept involves using historical vocabulary and techniques to convey information about the past.
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History Progression

Key Concept Key Stage One Lower Key Stage Two Upper Key Stage Two

Investigate and 

Interpret the 

past

• Observe or handle evidence to 

ask questions and find 
answers to questions about the 
past.  

• Ask questions such as: What 
was it like for people? What 

happened? How long ago?  
• Use artefacts, pictures, stories, 

online sources and databases 

to find out about the past.  
• Identify some of the different 

ways the past has been 
represented.

• Use evidence to ask questions and find 

answers to questions about the past. 
• Suggest suitable sources of evidence for 

historical enquiries. 

• Use more than one source of evidence for 
historical enquiry in order to gain a more 

accurate understanding of history. 
• Describe different accounts of a historical 

event, explaining some of the reasons 

why the accounts may differ. 
• Suggest causes and consequences of 

some of the main events and changes in 
history. 

• Use sources of evidence to 

deduce information about the past. 
• Select suitable sources of 

evidence, giving reasons for 

choices. 
• Use sources of information to form 

testable hypotheses about the 
past. 

• Seek out and analyse a wide 

range of evidence in order to 
justify claims about the past. 

• Show an awareness of the 
concept of propaganda and how 
historians must understand the 

social context of evidence studied. 
• Understand that no single source 

of evidence gives the full answer 
to questions about the past. 

• Refine lines of enquiry as 

appropriate. 



History Progression

Key Concept Key Stage One Lower Key Stage Two Upper Key Stage Two

Build an overview

of world history.

• Describe historical events. 

• Describe significant people from 
the past.  

• Recognise that there are 

reasons why people in the past 
acted as they did. 

• Describe changes that have 

happened in the locality of the 
school throughout history. 

• Give a broad overview of life in 

Britain from ancient until 
medieval times. 

• Compare some of the times 
studied with those of other 
areas of interest around the 

world.  
• Describe the social, ethnic, 

cultural or religious diversity of 
past society. 

• Describe the characteristic 

features of the past, including 
ideas, beliefs, attitudes and 

experiences of men, women 
and children.

• Identify continuity and change in 

the history of the locality of the 
school.  

• Give a broad overview of life in 

Britain from medieval until the 
Tudor and Stuarts times. 

• Compare some of the times 
studied with those of the other 
areas of interest around the world.  

• Describe the social, ethnic, 
cultural or religious diversity of 

past society. 
• Describe the characteristic 

features of the past, including 

ideas, beliefs, attitudes and 
experiences of men, women and 

children



History Progression

Key Concept Key Stage One Lower Key Stage Two Upper Key Stage Two

Understand 

Chronology

• Place events and artefacts in 

order on a timeline. 

• Label timelines with words or 

phrases such as: past, present, 

older and newer. 

• Recount changes that have 

occurred in their own lives. Use 

dates where appropriate

• Place events, artefacts and 

historical figures on a timeline 
using dates.

• Understand the concept of 

change over time, representing 
this, along with evidence, on a 

timeline.  
• Use dates and terms to 

describe events. 

• Describe the main changes in a 

period of history (using terms such 

as: social, religious, political, 

technological and cultural). 

• Identify periods of rapid change in 

history and contrast them with times 

of relatively little change. 

• Understand the concepts of 

continuity and change over time, 

representing them, along with 

evidence, on a timeline. 

• Use dates and terms accurately in 

describing events.



History Progression

Key Concept Key Stage One Lower Key Stage Two Upper Key Stage Two

Communicate 

Historically

• Use words and phrases such as: 

a long time ago, recently, when 
my parents/carers were children, 
years, decades and centuries to 

describe the passing of time. 
• Show an understanding of the 

concept of nation and a nation’s 
history. 

• Show an understanding of 

concepts such as civilisation, 
monarchy, parliament, 

democracy, and war and peace. 

• Use appropriate historical 

vocabulary to communicate, 
including: 
o dates 

o time period 
o era 

o change 
o chronology. 

• Use literacy, numeracy and 

computing skills to a good 
standard in order to 

communicate information about 
the past.

• Use appropriate historical 

vocabulary to communicate, 

including: 

o dates  

o time period 

o era 

o chronology 

o continuity 

o change 

o century 

o decade 

o legacy. 

• Use literacy, numeracy and 

computing skills to an exceptional 

standard in order to communicate 

information about the past. 

• Use original ways to present 

information and ideas.



Equality of Provision and Inclusion 

Teachers ensure that the classroom is an inclusive environment in which pupils feel all 

contributions are valued and positive steps are taken to allow all pupils to participate. Teaching is 

responsive to pupil’s different learning styles and takes account of their experiences and starting 

points, in order to engage all pupils. Pupil grouping in the classroom is planned and varied. 

Teaching styles include collaborative learning so that pupils appreciate the value of working 

together. All pupils are encouraged to question, discuss and collaborate in problem solving tasks. 

Teachers challenge stereotypes and foster pupil’s critical awareness and concepts of fairness, 

enabling them to detect bias and challenge inequalities. Resources and displays reflect the 

experience and backgrounds of pupils, promote diversity and challenge stereotypes across the 

curriculum. They are reviewed regularly to ensure that they reflect the inclusive ethos of the 

school.



Equality of Provision and Inclusion 

The curriculum at our school is planned, organised and taught in ways which are compatible with the Equality Act 2010 and school’s Equal 

Opportunities Policy. As a school we will take reasonable and necessary steps to ensure that all children can access a broad and balanced 
curriculum. This includes ensuring that the environment is accessible as well as lesson content. In some instances, we may consult with 
external agencies for advice to meet the needs of some children to ensure that they are able to participate in all lessons ac ross the 

curriculum. A wide variety of strategies are used to ensure that teaching meets the needs of different groups of pupils including those that 
are more-able, those identified with special educational needs, and those from different ethnic or gender groups. These include:

Differentiating Lessons by: 

• Using a range of differentiated resources. 
Providing differentiated tasks where 

appropriate. Differentiating questions. 

• Using a range of groupings within the class 
to teach children and support them. 

• The amount of adult support that is given 
and adapting this as necessary.

Effective Lesson Planning and Management  

• Setting clear objectives that are understood by each pupil. 
• Presenting work in small achievable steps. 

• Planning varied activities that motivate pupils and providing 

alternative activities where needed.  
• Creating an atmosphere of encouragement and providing 

opportunities for pupils to achieve success. 
• Identifying the most suitable pace for each student in order to 

provide sufficient individual challenge whilst fostering enthusiasm 

and facilitating concentration. 
• Involving pupils in taking responsibility for their own learning and 

encouraging them to develop effective study skills. 
• Providing deepening activities for students. 

The Appropriate Deployment of Resources 

• Analysing the suitability of resources and developing 
additional resources where necessary. 

• Ensuring that teaching assistants and support staff are 

effectively deployed. 
• Considering how specialist equipment, including I.T, 

can be of help and motivation to pupils. 
• Careful assessment and monitoring. Using pupil’s 

records and day to day achievements in music to 

support planning. 
• Carefully monitoring pupils’ progress to ensure that 

success is built upon. 
• Providing regular feedback to pupils on progress and 

actively involve pupils in the assessment.


