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Introduction 
We are delighted to welcome your child to Withymoor Nursery and hope they will quickly settle in and feel at home with us.
This booklet has been put together to provide you with useful information about our nursery. We hope it helps foster a strong partnership between parents and staff, working together to ensure that your child’s time with us is a happy, stimulating, and rewarding experience.
Our nursery environment has been carefully structured to be safe, welcoming, and engaging - supporting your child’s development and helping them reach their full potential.
Our Vision 
At Withymoor, we are committed to providing excellent care and high-quality education for our nursery aged children, with a strong focus on developing early learning skills.
We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Framework, introducing children to early phonics, numbers, and sensory-rich experiences that help them become more aware of the world around them. Through both group interaction and independent, purposeful play, we encourage children to develop key social skills that will support them throughout their learning journey.
We aim to nurture independent, active learners who leave our nursery with a strong sense of curiosity and a lifelong love of learning.
We work closely in partnership with parents, celebrating children’s achievements and sharing in their developmental milestones. Our setting promotes British values, embraces equality, and values diversity. We aim to enhance each child's cultural capital, offering a wide range of experiences to broaden their understanding of the world.
We believe the early years are a crucial stage in a child’s development, laying the foundations for future success. At Withymoor, we provide a friendly, supportive environment with clear routines, positive behaviour expectations, and a strong emphasis on self-development. We know that children thrive when they are happy—and happy children learn best!


Our approach encourages children to experiment, make choices, and explore alongside enthusiastic adults who care deeply about early childhood and hold high expectations for every child.
Every child has the right to enjoy learning and develop positive behaviour. Our qualified, dedicated, and enthusiastic staff are here to make sure your child has every opportunity to thrive.
Aims and Objectives
At Withymoor Nursery, we are committed to creating a nurturing and inspiring environment where every child can thrive. Our aims and objectives are to:
· Build on each child’s individual experiences and learning by offering a wide range of activities and resources that support development across all areas.
· Develop the essential foundational skills needed for lifelong learning.
· Encourage independence and foster a positive self-image in every child.
· Provide a happy, stimulating, and secure environment that enables all children to reach their full potential.
· Ensure all children can access every area of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) through engaging, play-based learning.
· Promote social development by modelling and encouraging sharing, turn-taking, and kindness.
· Support healthy lifestyles by offering nutritious snacks and promoting awareness of personal health and well-being.
· Provide a smooth and supportive transition from Nursery to Reception class.
· Treat all children and families with respect, promoting equality, celebrating diversity, and delivering a fully inclusive service.









Curriculum

We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework which was revised in September 2021.  The EYFS consists of three prime areas, and four specific areas of learning and also includes the characteristics of effective learning.  These areas are broken down as follows:

Prime Areas

Communication and language development involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations.
Personal, social and emotional development involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities.
Physical development involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; and to develop their co-ordination, control, and movement. Children must also be helped to understand the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food.

Specific Areas
Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest.
Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, space and measures.
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment.
Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials.  It involves providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology.


Characteristics of effective learning
This involves how children learn through their play and is broken down into three areas.
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Through a balanced and stimulating curriculum, we aim to nurture well-rounded, curious learners who are ready to take the next step in their educational journey.

Learning Journeys

Throughout their time at Withymoor Nursery, your child will build a personal Learning Journey. We use an electronic platform called Tapestry, which parents can access from home. Your child’s Learning Journey will include photographs, ‘wow’ moments, and evidence of learning from both Nursery and home.

We value and encourage parents to contribute to their child’s Learning Journey. If your child does or says something special, please add it to Tapestry so we can celebrate and build upon it.

If you would like more information or help accessing your child’s Learning Journey, please speak to a member of staff who will be happy to assist you.
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Daily Routine (Flexible Each Session)
· Self-registration
· Key group activities, including maths focus
· Focus activities aligned with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
· Independent learning through various topic activities, indoors and outdoors
· Little Wandle phonics sessions
· Social snack, served by the children
· Plenary
· Group story
· Home time

Key Person System

At Withymoor Nursery, we are committed to providing the highest quality experience for both children and families. A key part of this commitment is our key person system, which ensures personal attention to the needs and development of each individual child.

We have four key groups in Nursery: Ladybirds, Butterflies, Bumblebees AM, and Bumblebees PM. Each group will have up to ten children. You will be informed at the beginning of the Autumn term which adult will be responsible for your child’s key group.

The key person system allows staff to develop a deep understanding of a small group of children and focus specifically on their needs. Your child’s key person will get to know their interests, strengths, and developmental progress. This detailed knowledge helps us plan motivating and appropriate activities, revisit areas where your child needs extra support, and celebrate their achievements.

In partnership with parents and our Inclusion Manager, key persons may identify specific needs, such as speech and language development, and make referrals for additional support if necessary.

While children build a strong bond with their key person, they will also develop positive relationships with all Nursery staff, who regularly interact with them.

Responsibilities of the Key Person System:

· Helping your child integrate smoothly into Nursery life by familiarising them with routines, rules, and people

· Building a trusting relationship to comfort and reassure your child when needed

· Being sensitive to any changes in your child’s circumstances that might affect behaviour or needs (please keep us informed of any significant changes at home)

· Assisting with toileting as necessary

· Using their knowledge to inform planning for the group and individual children

· Sharing insights about your child’s progress with you during meetings and parents’ evenings

· Communicate with parents/carers to understand each child’s specific needs, including medical, dietary, and developmental details.

· Support gradual separation during the settling-in period, tailored to the needs of the child and family.

· Contribute detailed knowledge of their children to Nursery planning meetings to ensure activities meet children’s needs and interests.


Promoting Positive Behaviour
At Withymoor Nursery, we are committed to creating a positive, respectful, and nurturing environment where all children feel safe, valued, and supported in their development.

We actively encourage and promote positive behaviour through kindness, co-operation, and the development of strong peer relationships.

All staff are trained in effective techniques and strategies to support children’s social and emotional development, including:

· Encouraging sharing and turn-taking

· Teaching children to express emotions appropriately

· Supporting children in resolving conflicts peacefully

We understand that young children are still learning how to manage their feelings and behaviour. Occasionally, some children may display challenging behaviour as part of this learning process.

If this happens we will always work closely with you as parents/carers to understand the cause and agree on a consistent approach between home and Nursery.

Our aim is to support your child in developing the tools they need to regulate their behaviour and interact positively with others.

We follow our school Behaviour Policy, which outlines our approach in more detail. Please see the website for more details.

Working in Partnership with Parents

Parents are a child’s first and most important educators. At Withymoor, we recognise and value your role in your child’s learning and development. Our staff see themselves as partners with you, working together to ensure your child receives the best possible care and education.

We aim to create a positive and collaborative relationship with every family. From the start, we encourage you to help your child settle happily and feel secure in our setting. Together, we can support their development and build their confidence.

We keep parents informed and involved in their child’s progress, especially in relation to the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). We do this through:

· Twice-yearly Parents’ Evenings (Autumn and Spring)

· Informal daily updates at the end of sessions when needed

· Tapestry, our secure online learning journal, where we share your child’s ‘Wow’ moments and observations. You’ll be invited to sign up and can also share home learning with us through the app.

· Class Dojo, used to share news, events, and important updates with families.

We believe in open communication. If there is anything you would like to discuss, please speak to a member of staff at any time—we’re here to support both you and your child. It’s also helpful for us to know about any changes at home that may affect your child’s well-being or behaviour. Events such as the loss of a loved one or pet, a parent being away for work, or changes in family circumstances can have an impact, and knowing this helps us to respond with understanding and care.

We highly value family involvement in Nursery life and encourage you to take part in various ways:

· Daily interactions at drop-off and pick-up

· Special events and family activities throughout the year

· Opportunities to support with fundraising, volunteer time, or join our PTA group – Friends of Withymoor

You will be kept informed about these opportunities through letters, Class Dojo updates, and our Nursery noticeboard.

Supporting the EYFS at Home
You play a vital role in your child’s learning and development. Here are some of the best ways you can support your child’s early learning at home:

· Spend plenty of time talking and listening to your child.

· Use positive praise to encourage good behaviour and build confidence.

· Read a wide variety of books together to develop language and a love of reading.

· Encourage your child to take part in a range of activities—such as gardening, visiting new places, or playing sports—to explore and learn about the world.

· Help your child develop independence skills, like getting dressed or tidying up.

· Play games together—your time and attention are the most valuable gifts you can give (we know how busy life can be and appreciate every moment!).

· Share any new or interesting achievements your child makes with us.

· Let us know if you have any concerns or questions about your child or if you need support—we’re here to help.

You can also support your child’s learning journey by telling us about activities and experiences at home. This helps us build a fuller picture of your child’s development. Feel free to send photos or updates through Tapestry, our online learning journa


Opening times
We offer a nursery provision that is fully integrated within the Primary school and open term time only. Details of INSET dates and the school terms can be found on our website.
Our sessions are: 
Morning sessions ...................8.30am – 11:30am 
Afternoon sessions ................12:30pm – 3:30pm 







Our sessions for children with 30-hour provision are: 
Full day sessions............8:30am – 2:30pm
Lunch is provided at school.
Childcare is available until 3:30pm and this would incur an additional charge. Please speak to a member of the nursery team to arrange.










Nursery Education Funding at Withymoor Nursery
At Withymoor Nursery, children are eligible for Nursery education in line with Government funding. The standard offer includes 15 hours per week, typically delivered as 3 hours per day over 5 morning or 5 afternoon sessions across 38 weeks per year.

We will claim your child’s nursery grant to cover the cost of these sessions. At the start of each term, you will be asked to complete a Parent/Carer Contract confirming the number of hours your child will attend.

Your child will be offered either five morning sessions or five afternoon sessions based on our admissions policy.

You may also be eligible for up to an additional 15 hours of funding (totalling 30 hours per week), which can be used at Withymoor Nursery, another setting, or with a childminder. This extended entitlement runs daily from Monday to Friday during term time, 8:30 am to 2:30 pm, totalling 30 funded hours.

For children attending the full 30 hours, we expect them to stay until 2:30 pm. Please note that the extra hour (2:30 pm to 3:30 pm) is not funded by the 30-hour entitlement, and there is an additional charge.

If you wish to take up the 30-hour offer, it is essential that you provide a validated eligibility code when accepting the place. Without this code, we cannot guarantee the 30-hour funded offer.

Equality of Opportunity

Withymoor Nursery is committed to providing equality of opportunity through all our policies, procedures, and practices. We actively encourage and support families with particular needs, including:

· Children from low-income families

· Children with disabilities or special educational needs

· Children from minority ethnic groups, including Gypsy/Traveller families, refugees, and asylum seekers

· Children from disadvantaged and socially excluded groups

· We strive to create an inclusive and welcoming environment where every child and family feels valued and supported.













Uniform
We have a uniform policy to help children feel part of the school community. Please ensure your child wears:

· White or maroon polo shirt

· Grey trousers or skirt

· Pink gingham summer dresses (please note: not red)

· Maroon jumpers or cardigans (not grey)

· Sweatshirts with the school logo can be purchased from Totally Uniform in Kingswinford or Oldswinford.

Please also provide outdoor clothing suitable for all weather conditions, as we make use of outdoor play every day.

Jewellery and Safety

If your child has pierced ears, only one pair of studs should be worn for safety reasons. All jewellery, including earrings, must be removed for PE sessions.

PE Kit:

· A named drawstring pump bag (please avoid backpacks)

· A pair of black pumps (no laces, for safety)

· A pair of black shorts and a white T-shirt

· It is also advisable to provide a spare pair of pants and clothes in case of accidents.

Please label all clothes and shoes with your child’s name to avoid loss or mix-ups.

Personal items

We understand that children have comforters and toys they wish to bring into nursery. This can support your child during their transition, however nursery is a very busy place and sometimes items may get lost or broken. Please ensure that any toys which are valuable or very special are not brought into the setting, as we cannot guarantee that they will not get broken or lost.


Getting Ready for Nursery

To help your child feel confident and settle quickly, it is helpful if they can:

· Use the toilet independently

· Put on their own coat and shoes

· Tidy up toys after play

· Share toys and take turns

· Communicate their needs clearly



Arrival and Collection procedures
Please use the Nursery gate located at the back of the school for both drop-off and collection. The gate will be opened for a short time at the beginning and end of each session to allow parents to arrive and depart safely.
· Morning sessions start at 8:30 am
· Afternoon sessions start at 12:30 am
Please arrive promptly to ensure your child can begin the session on time and staff can start teaching without interruption.
🔔 If you are late, please call the Nursery using the contact number provided. A member of staff will meet you at the school office and escort your child to the Nursery.
Collecting Children from Nursery:
· Please arrive on time to collect your child, as the Nursery gate will be closed promptly after collection.
· If you know you’ll be late, please call us as soon as possible.
· If you need to collect your child early, notify us in advance and we will arrange this.
Safety and Security Measures
To help us keep your child safe:
· In the case of an emergency collection, please ensure that the adult collecting knows your safeguarding password, which you will have provided to Nursery staff.
· If someone other than the usual adult is collecting your child, please inform us beforehand, giving:
· The adult’s name and physical description
· Confirmation that they know the collection password
🚫 Children will not be released to anyone under the age of 18, or to anyone not previously authorised by the parent/carer.
End of Session Collection:
Your child will be released from the Nursery door by a member of staff. For children being collected at 2:30pm- this will be from the front office. 
If you would like to speak with your child’s key person, please:
· Let a member of staff at the door know
· Wait until the other children have been safely released
· Or, feel free to call us to arrange a time to talk
Your child’s safety and well-being are our top priorities, and we thank you for supporting our procedures.
Apprentices, Students, and Volunteers
At Withymoor, we recognise the importance of having a qualified and well-trained team, as this directly supports the high standard of care and education we offer.
We also understand the value of supporting the next generation of early years professionals. Therefore, we offer a limited number of placements to apprentices, students, and volunteers who are undertaking training to gain an Early Years qualification.
· To ensure the safety and well-being of all children, we observe the following practices with regard to all apprentices, students, and volunteers:
· Placements are only offered to suitable individuals following a thorough application and vetting process.
· All students, apprentices, and volunteers are supervised at all times and are not counted in staff-to-child ratios unless they meet the legal qualification and age requirements.
· They will be introduced to and expected to follow all Nursery policies and procedures, including those relating to safeguarding, confidentiality, and health and safety.
· Students and volunteers will never be left alone with children or carry out personal care tasks (e.g. toileting) unsupervised.
· Regular feedback and support will be provided to ensure they gain the most from their placement while upholding the high standards expected at Withymoor.
We believe these opportunities not only benefit the individuals undertaking training but also contribute positively to the early years sector.
Health and Hygiene

At Withymoor Nursery, we promote a healthy lifestyle by offering healthy snacks and ensuring children have access to daily outdoor and physical play.

Illness
If your child is unwell, please keep them at home to help prevent the spread of illness. Always notify us as soon as possible if your child will be absent due to illness.

Infectious Illness
If your child (or any member of the household) develops an infectious illness (e.g. chickenpox), please keep them at home until they are no longer contagious.

Vomiting or Diarrhoea
Children must remain at home for 48 hours after the last episode of vomiting or diarrhoea to prevent the spread of infection.

Please ensure we always have up-to-date emergency contact numbers so we can reach you quickly if needed.


Accidents and First Aid

All Nursery staff are fully trained in first aid. If your child has a minor accident at Nursery:

· First aid will be administered

· The incident will be recorded in our Accident Book

· You will be asked to sign the record upon collection

· In the event of a more serious accident, we will assess the situation and, if necessary, take your child to hospital. We will contact you immediately. Please note: Nursery staff cannot consent to hospital treatment on your behalf.

Sickness and Absence

If your child becomes unwell, is injured, or has a serious accident at Nursery, we will contact you immediately to arrange for your child to go home or seek medical care.

Reporting Absence
If your child is unwell and unable to attend Nursery:

Please call us directly on 01384 818530 on the morning of the first day of illness.

If we haven’t heard from you, we will call you on the first day of absence, in line with our Safeguarding Policy.

Your co-operation helps us maintain a safe and healthy environment for all children.

Policies and Procedures

A full copy of Withymoor Nursery’s policies and procedures is available on our website. These documents govern the way our school operates and ensure the safety, well-being, and learning of all children in our care.

Our policies are working documents, reviewed and updated annually or sooner if needed. You will be notified of any significant updates.


Compliments, Concerns, or Complaints

We strive to provide the highest standard of care and education. Staff are available to speak with about any day-to-day queries and concerns. 

If you have any concerns, please speak with the Nursery team in the first instance.

If the issue remains unresolved, please refer to our complaints policy.

Contacts

Executive Head: Mr. K. Daley
Head of School: Mrs. L. Smith
Assistant Head of School: Mrs. R. Tong
SENCo: Mrs. L. Barrett

School Address:
Withymoor Primary school:
Gayfield Avenue
 Brierley Hill
 DY5 2BH
										
Contact Number:    01384 818530
















































‘Learning Together, Aiming for Excellence’
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