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Withymoor Primary School 
Character Development Plan 2025-26

	
	Strand
	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	RHSE 
	Families and friendships
	Feelings and Emotions
	Roles of different people; families; feeling cared for
	Making friends; feeling lonely and getting help
	What makes a family; features of family life
	Positive friendships, including online
	Managing friendships and peer influence
	Attraction to others; romantic relationships; civil partnership and marriage

	
	Safe relationships 
	Keeping Safe (in the dark, bonfire safety etc).
	Recognising privacy; staying safe; seeking permission
	Managing secrets; resisting pressure and getting help; recognising hurtful behaviour
	Personal boundaries; safely responding to others; the impact of hurtful behaviour
	Responding to hurtful behaviour; managing confidentiality; recognising risks online
	Physical contact and feeling safe
	Recognising and managing pressure; consent in different situations

	
	Respecting ourselves and others
	Valuing Differences
	How behaviour affects others; being polite and respectful
	Recognising things in common and differences; playing and working cooperatively; sharing opinions
	Recognising respectful behaviour; the importance of self-respect; courtesy and being polit
	Respecting differences and similarities; discussing difference sensitively
	Responding respectfully to a wide range of people; recognising prejudice and discrimination
	Expressing opinions and respecting other points of view, including discussing topical issues

	
	Belonging to a Community
	Building respectful relationships. Healthy Lifestyles (diet, exercise, oral hygiene
	What rules are; caring for others’ needs; looking after the environment
	Belonging to a group; roles and responsibilities; being the same and different in the community
	The value of rules and laws; rights, freedoms and responsibilities
	What makes a community; shared responsibilities
	Protecting the environment; compassion towards other
	Valuing diversity; challenging discrimination and stereotype

	
	Media literacy and digital resilience
	Technology use and simple safety rules
	Using the internet and digital devices; communicating online
	The internet in everyday life; online content and information
	How the internet is used; assessing information online
	How data is shared and used
	How information online is targeted; different media types, their role and impact
	Evaluating media sources; sharing things online

	
	Money and work
	Occupational roles within our community.
	Strengths and interests; jobs in the community
	What money is; needs and wants; looking after money
	Different jobs and skills; job stereotypes; setting personal goals
	Making decisions about money; using and keeping money safe
	Identifying job interests and aspirations; what influences career choices; workplace stereotypes
	Influences and attitudes to money; money and financial risk

	
	Physical health and Mental wellbeing
	Resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge.
	Keeping healthy; food and exercise, hygiene routines; sun safety
	Why sleep is important; medicines and keeping healthy; keeping teeth healthy; managing feelings and asking for help
	Health choices and habits; what affects feelings; expressing feelings
	Maintaining a balanced lifestyle; oral hygiene and dental care
	Healthy sleep habits; sun safety; medicines, vaccinations, immunisations and allergies
	What affects mental health and ways to take care of it; managing change, loss and bereavement; managing time online

	
	Growing and changing
	Transition to Year 1
	Recognising what makes them unique and special; feelings; managing when things go wrong
	Growing older; naming body parts; moving class or year
	Personal strengths and achievements; managing and reframing setbacks
	Personal identity; recognising individuality and different qualities; mental wellbeing
	Physical and emotional changes in puberty; external genitalia; personal hygiene routines; support with puberty (Year 5)
	Human reproduction and birth; increasing independence; managing Transition (Year 6) Transition

	
	Keeping safe
	Keeping Safe (water safety, sun safety)
Water Safety Assembly RNLI
	How rules and age restrictions help us; keeping safe online
Water Safety Assembly RNLI
	Safety in different environments; risk and safety at home; emergencies
Water Safety Assembly RNLI
	Risks and hazards; safety in the local environment and unfamiliar places

Water Safety Assembly RNLI
	Medicines and household products; drugs common to everyday life

Swimming lessons – water safety
Assembly RNLI
	Keeping safe in different situations, including responding in emergencies and first aid
Water Safety Assembly RNLI
	Keeping personal information safe; regulations and choices; drug use and the law; drug use and the media
Water Safety Assembly RNLI

	Protected Characteristics
 Our PSHE unit ‘respecting ourselves and others’ is the most pertinent of units for teaching about the protected characteristics, as it focuses on similarities and differences and teaches about diversity, such as disability, racism, gender, family composition, friendships, and conflict. Children learn to accept everyone’s right to ‘difference’
Bullying – what it is and what it isn’t, including cyber and homophobic bullying – is an important aspect of the unit The ‘Relationships’ unit looks at diverse topics such as families, friendships, equality in relationships, and love and loss – all of which can help to deliver the messages behind the Equality Act.
	Racism –Understanding that we are similar and different 
How it feels to belong and that we are similar 
Celebrating difference - Discussing what makes us special and unique 
Different families (photos show racial differences 


Religion- discussing and sharing experiences of different festivals

Being pregnant or on maternity leave - Celebrating difference – Families

Age- how we change from a baby  

Disability- celebrating our uniqueness 
	Racism – Celebrating difference - Identifying differences between people in my class. Understanding these differences make us all special and unique


Religion- discussing and sharing experiences of different festivals


Gender – Celebrating difference, – Focus is on accepting all people as unique 
Individuals 


Age- how we have changed from a baby, recognising teenager, adult and elderly people

Disability- celebrating our uniqueness. Recognising how we are similar and different, without prejudice 
	Racism - Celebrating difference - Understanding that differences make us all special and unique

Gender- Celebrating difference and similarities of boys and girls 

Being married or in a civil partnership – Families 

Being pregnant or on maternity leave - Celebrating difference 

Celebrating difference, Judging appearances. 
Focus is on accepting all people as unique individuals

Racism - Celebrating difference - Understanding that, sometimes, we make assumptions based on what people look like Racism - Being Me in My World - Empathise with people in this country whose lives are different to my own. Understanding what racism is and being aware of my attitude towards people from different races 

Disability- celebrating our uniqueness. Recognising how we are similar and different, without prejudice. Being aware of different types of disability- taking part in awareness days
e.g. world down syndrome day

	Racism - Celebrating difference - Understanding that, sometimes, we make assumptions based on what people look like

Religion, belief or lack of religion/belief - Celebrating difference-Different cultures

Disability- celebrating our uniqueness. Recognising how we are similar and different, without prejudice. Being aware of different types of disability- taking part in awareness days
e.g. world down syndrome day
Gender- Celebrating difference and similarities of boys and girls 

Being married or in a civil partnership – Families 

Being pregnant or on maternity leave - Celebrating difference
	Racism - Celebrating difference - Understanding that, sometimes, we make assumptions based on what people look like

Religion, belief or lack of religion/belief - Celebrating difference-Different cultures


Disability- Recognising how we are similar and different, without prejudice. Being aware of different types of disability- taking part in awareness days
e.g. world down syndrome day. Talk about how they can be inclusive.

Gender- Celebrating difference and similarities of boys and girls 

Being married or in a civil partnership – Families 

Being pregnant or on maternity leave - Celebrating difference
	Racism - Celebrating difference - Prejudice and perceptions

Age - Celebrating differences. Power Struggles. Where this is referred to, it refers to a person belonging to a particular age.

Religion, belief or lack of religion/belief - Celebrating difference-Different cultures. Exploring own beliefs.

Disability- Recognising how we are similar and different, without prejudice. Being aware of different types of disability- taking part in awareness days
e.g. world down syndrome day. 

Gender- Celebrating difference and similarities of boys and girls 

Being married or in a civil partnership – Families 

Being pregnant or on maternity leave - Celebrating difference

	
Skills  builder
	Leadership 
	Know how they are feeling about something 
	Know how to explain my feelings about something to my team 
	Know how to 
recognise others' feelings about something 
	Manage dicing up tasks between 
others in a fair way 
 
		Manage time and 
share resources to support completing tasks 
		Manage group 
discussions to reach shared decisions 
		Manage 
disagreements to reach shared solutions 

	
	Teamwork 
	Work with others in a positive way 
	Work well with others by behaving appropriately 
	Work well with others by being on time and reliable 
	 Work well with others by taking 
responsibility for completing my tasks
	Work well with others by 
supporting them if 
I can do so 
	Work well with others by understanding and respecting diversity of others' cultures, beliefs, 
and backgrounds
	Contribute to group decision making 

	
	Staying Positive  
	Work with others in a positive way 
	Work well with others by behaving appropriately 
	Work well with others by being on time and reliable 
	Work well with others by taking 
responsibility for completing my tasks 
	 Work well with others by 
supporting them if 
I can do so
	Work well with others by understanding and respecting diversity of others' cultures, beliefs, 
and backgrounds
	Contribute to group decision making 

	
	Aiming High 
	Know when they are finding 
something too 
difficult 
	Know what doing well looks like for 
me 
		Work with care 
and attention to detail 
	Work with pride being successful 
	Work with a positive approach to new challenges 
	Set goals for myself 
	Set goals, informed by an understanding 
of what is needed 
 

	
	Problem Solving 
	Complete tasks by following instructions 
	Complete tasks by finding someone to help if needed 
	Complete tasks by explaining problems to someone for advice if needed 
	Complete tasks by finding information if needed 
	 	Explore problems 
by creating different possible solutions 
	Explore problems by thinking about the pros and cons of possible solutions 
	 Explore complex problems by identifying when there are no simple 
technical solutions 


	
	Creativity 
	Imagine different situations 
	Imagine different situations and can say what they imagine 
	Imagine different situations and can bring them to life in different ways 
 
	Generate ideas when given a clear brief
	Generate ideas to improve something 
	 Generate ideas by combining different concepts 
	Use creativity in the context of work 

	
	Listening 
	Listen to others without interrupting
	Listen to others and can remember 
short instructions
	Listen to others and can ask questions if I don't understand.
	Listen to others and can tell someone else what it was about
	Listen to others and can tell why they are communicating with me
	Listen to others and record important information as I do
	Show I am listening by how I use eye contact and body language 


	
	Speaking 
	Speak clearly to someone they know
	Speak clearly to small groups of people I know
	Speak clearly to individuals and small groups I do not know
	Speak effectively by making points in a logical order
	Speak effectively by thinking about what my listeners already know
	Speak effectively by using appropriate language
	Speak effectively by using appropriate tone, expression, and gesture 


	Oracy
	Physical 
	To watch familiar adults face when they are talking.
Express needs clearly to a familiar adult through voice or gesture.
Speak in a short sentence consisting of up to 3 or 4 words.
Speak audibly so they can be heard and understood by a talk partner. 
Express needs clearly to a familiar adult or peer
	Speak clearly and confidently in a small group of known peers. Sequence events using the language of time or number. Begin to use sentence stems with some prompting.
	Using non – verbal signals confidently to indicate the contribution they wish to make. Agree, disagree or build. 
Choose the most appropriate stem independently.
	Vary tone of voice for humorous or sad parts of a story telling. Notice when someone has not contributed and invite them to speak.
	As Summariser - confidently summarise the contribution of one participant in a logical order.
	Use gestures effectively to engage and persuade the audience.
 Self-assess own delivery of a short-recorded presentation. 
Set personal targets to work on this year.
	Use humour appropriately and effectively to engage an audience.

	
	Cognitive 
	To begin to maintain eye contact with a familiar adult.
To instigate or participate  in a conversation with a familiar adult.
To express their feelings using words such as sad angry happy as well as actions. 

To maintain eye contact with a partner or familiar adult. Describe an experienced event to a partner including ‘and’ to elaborate.
 Know the names of the four strands of the framework
	Speak clearly and confidently in a small group of known peers. Sequence events using the language of time or number. Begin to use sentence stems with some prompting.
	Using non – verbal signals confidently to indicate the contribution they wish to make. Agree, disagree or build. 
Choose the most appropriate stem independently.
	Be confident when speaking in a talk role in a small group.
Take on the challenger role in a small discussion. 
Be able to confidently change their mind e.g. opinion continuum
	Pause at appropriate points to allow for an audience’s reaction.
	Write a coherent discussion text in response to a whole class stimulus. 
Deliver that argument to a larger audience of their peers (Year group)
	To project voice to the back of the large hall and maintain volume and pitch through several short-spoken contributions.

	
	Linguistic 
	To maintain eye contacts when talking about a topic of interest. To speak clearly so they can be heard by peers and familiar adults. To communicate their likes and dislikes in a simple sentence.
Speak audibly so they can be heard and understood in a trio. 
State their point of view simply to a larger group (up to 5) 
Look at/towards the speaker, showing active listening
	Speak clearly and confidently in a small group of known peers. Sequence events using the language of time or number. Begin to use sentence stems with some prompting.
	Using non – verbal signals confidently to indicate the contribution they wish to make. Agree, disagree or build. 
Choose the most appropriate stem independently.
	Use awareness of audience to support choice of formal/informal language. 
Explain the purpose of their talk e.g. to discuss, entertain, inform, instruct or persuade
	Take on the summariser role confidently in a trio discussion. 
Show awareness of taught collocations and recognise when something ‘just doesn’t sound right’
	Use effective exploratory and evaluative language to clarify thinking during a discussion
	Use wider world knowledge to support views when participating in debates. 
Deliver a short teaching session to a younger year group, noticing when the audience needs to be refocused or explanations need to be rewarded.

	
	Social and Emotional
	Begin to use gestures and speech to recite familiar stories.
To begin to ask simple questions to have their needs met.
Take turns in a conversation with a peer.

Use gestures to support meaning eg: in a recital. Ask a relevant question about a story.
 Use the key vocabulary accurately in conversation.
Take turns in games and speaking.
	Speak clearly and confidently in a small group of known peers. Sequence events using the language of time or number. Begin to use sentence stems with some prompting.
	Using non – verbal signals confidently to indicate the contribution they wish to make. Agree, disagree or build. 
Choose the most appropriate stem independently.
	Take part in a consensus circle and reach a shared conclusion. 
Deliver a short presentation (with notes) to an unfamiliar audience
	Project voice to the back of the hall and maintaining that without shouting.
	Confidently begin to project voice.
Present learning to peers or adults.
Use evaluative stems to support the discussion of successes and next steps.
	Choose appropriately formal language when participating in debates and formal discussions. Structure a persuasive speech effectively using taught language techniques.

	
	Sentence stems 
	To use talk to organise themselves and their play.
Can start a simple conversation with a familiar adult or friend.
To use longer sentences of 4 to 6 words.
Speak audibly so they can be heard and understood by the class. Eg, in a plan, do, review session. 
Use ‘because’ ‘then’ ‘but’ when explaining their plans and outcomes


	Speak clearly and confidently in a small group of known peers. Sequence events using the language of time or number. Begin to use sentence stems with some prompting.
	Using non – verbal signals confidently to indicate the contribution they wish to make. Agree, disagree or build. 
Choose the most appropriate stem independently.
	Explain reasoning in maths to the class in a logical way. Adapt explanation to suit audience reaction. 
Be able to explain why they have changed their mind e.g., opinion continuum
	Cite evidence from the text or linked wider experiences when participating in discussions.  
Deliver a short teaching session to a small group of younger children
	Independently discuss a question in a small group, maintaining focus on the question and talk roles.
	To use posture, gestures and tone of voice effectively to persuade the audience. 
 Be able to reply to questions from the audience

	Active lifestyle
	PE 
	PSED
Balance-ability
PD Curriculum
	PE Curriculum
After school clubs
Lunchtime activities
Multi Sports (parachute games, target games, dodgeball, throwing and catching)
Dance Club
	PE Curriculum
After school clubs
Lunchtime activities
Multi Sports (parachute games, target games, dodgeball, throwing and catching)
Archery
Dance Club
	PE Curriculum
After school clubs
Lunchtime activities
Multi Sports (Tennis, Hockey, Football, Dodgeball)
Archery
Dance Club
Golf Club
	Swimming
PE Curriculum
After school clubs
Lunchtime activities
Multi Sports (Tennis, Hockey, Football, Dodgeball)
Archery
Dance Club
Golf Club
Swimming lessons
	PE Curriculum
After school clubs
Lunchtime activities
Multi Sports (Tennis, Hockey, Football, Dodgeball)
Archery
Dance Club
Golf Club
Football Tournaments
Boys and Girls Football League
	PE Curriculum
After school clubs
Lunchtime activities
Multi Sports (Tennis, Hockey, Football, Dodgeball)
Archery
Dance Club
Golf Club
Football Tournaments
Boys and Girls Football League

	
	Health
	Talk about how to look after ourselves e.g. brushing teeth
Brushing routines need to be twice daily using toothbrush, toothpaste and water
Plaque can damage your teeth and gums.
	Talk about how begin to recognise simple ways to stay healthy e.g. diet, exercise, sleeping 
Brushing routines need to be twice daily using toothbrush, toothpaste and water
Plaque can damage your teeth and gums.
	What constitutes a healthy diet and staying healthy e.g. handwashing
	Benefits of an active lifestyle and risks with inactivity
Self-control & self-regulation & how to seek support
Recognising early signs of illness & risks of sun/sleep/oral hygiene/ personal hygiene/ immunisation
	How to develop skills to make responsible choices about health & wellbeing
	The importance of physical, emotional & moral development
Understanding of basic first aid
Understanding the changing adolescent body
	Know the facts/risks with smoking, alcohol, drugs (including health/law/ addiction) & how to seek support

	
	DT 
	
	Prepare fruit kebabs 
Nutrition for young children and ways to eat healthier
	Layered salad 
Nutrition for young children and ways to eat healthier.

	Making a sandwich 
Including knowing what a balanced diet is. 
	Soup 
Including knowing what a balanced diet is.

	
	Bread/pizza 
Part of a balanced diet.

	
	Mentally healthy
	· Children’s Mental Health Week
· 5 ways to wellbeing 
· Senior Mental Health Leader
· Mental Health First Aider
· Reflexions
· School Nurse
· Pastoral support TAs
· Zones of Regulation
· Nurture group
· ELSA
· PSHE 
· Forest School 
· Zones of Regulation 
· SEMH Pathway and SEMH interventions 


	
	SMSC
	· Spiritual development
· Reflective about own beliefs & life perspective
· Knowledge/respect for people’s faiths/values
· Enjoyment in learning about self/others/world
· Imagination & creativity
· Willingness to reflect on experiences

· Moral development
· Difference of right & wrong/respect laws
· Understand consequences of behaviour
· Interest in ethical issues/appreciate views

· Social development
· Use social skills in different contexts
· Willing to participate in community settings
· Cooperating well & resolving conflicts
· Acceptance of British values

· Cultural development
· Appreciate cultural influences that shape us
· Appreciate range of cultures in school/world
· Value what we share in common
· Knowledge of Britain’s democratic system
· Positive participation (arts/music/sports)
· Interest/respect for cultural diversity

	
	British values
	Mutual respect & tolerance
Pupils begin to learn school values and understand how show tolerance and kindness to others.
Pupils will begin to learn about democracy and understanding of following rules in school and the community.

	Mutual respect and tolerance 
Pupils will understand school values and explain how show tolerance and kindness to others
	Mutual respect/tolerance
For all pupils to have a better understanding of mutual respect and tolerance within the class setting

To understand historical events in British history
	To understand how democracy ensures that people have a voice
	For all pupils to have a better understanding of mutual respect and tolerance. Be able to demonstrate respect for all religions. Begin to understand what is democracy and rule of law.
	Mutual respect and tolerance/democracy and rule of law
To understand how democracy and having a voice benefits the school community and know how to participate in this

	For pupils to understand that their actions affect other people locally and globally. To understand how democracy and having a voice benefits the school community








	
	Citizenship
	To build children’s confidence as a member of the class and begin to understand how they are part of the school community
Pupils will learn to work as a team and how to care for people in the community.
	Pupils will be able to build confidence in themselves and develop their understanding of their understanding of the school and wider community
	To understand own identity and mutual respect for others. To be a positive role model and understand themselves as being part of a wider community.
	For pupils to build confidence, begin to understand their own identity, work together as a team and build resilience  
	Build confidence and work as a team
	To understand what being a citizen means and how we can look after others
	To understand what it means to be a local and global citizen

	
	Access for all 
	· Equal access to facilities and services regardless of disability, age, gender, race
· SEND Policy
· Access to extra-curricular clubs/school trips
· Accessibility Plan
· Curriculum adaptations, specialist resources
· Reasonable adjustments
· Access to specialist services

	
	After school opportunities
	
	Multi Sports (parachute games, target games, dodgeball, throwing and catching)
Dance Club
Rugby Club
	Multi Sports (parachute games, target games, dodgeball, throwing and catching)
Archery
Dance Club
Rugby Club
Singing Club (Lunch)
	Art Club
Multi Sports (Tennis, Hockey, Football, Dodgeball)
Archery
Dance Club
Golf Club
Rugby Club
	Art Club
Multi Sports (Tennis, Hockey, Football, Dodgeball)
Archery
Dance Club
Golf Club
Cookery Club
Rugby Club
	Art Club
Multi Sports (Tennis, Hockey, Football, Dodgeball, Cricket)
Archery
Dance Club
Golf Club
Cookery Club
Rugby Club
Choir 

	Art Club
Multi Sports (Tennis, Hockey, Football, Dodgeball, Cricket)
Archery
Dance Club
Golf Club
Cookery Club
Rugby Club
Choir 


	
	Talents and interests – Music, arts, P.E
	Design Christmas Card Creation
Design Christmas Fayre programme
Pantomime
Rock Steady
Peripatetic music lessons available
Sports Day
Design an Easter Egg Competition 

	Design Christmas Card Creation
Pantomime
Design Christmas Fayre programme
Rock Steady
Peripatetic music lessons available
Sports Day
Design an Easter Egg Competition
DPA-live Music Week
	Design Christmas Card Creation
Creation
Pantomime
Design Christmas Fayre programme
Rock Steady
Peripatetic music lessons available
Sports Day
Design an Easter Egg Competition
DPA-live Music Week
	Fife Lessons
Design Christmas Card Creation
Pantomime
Symphony Hall Fife
Design Christmas Fayre programme
Rock Steady
Peripatetic music lessons available
Sports Day
Design an Easter Egg Competition
DPA-live Music Week
	Flute Lesson
Design Christmas Card Creation
Pantomime
Symphony Hall Flute
Design Christmas Fayre programme
Rock Steady
Peripatetic music lessons available
Sports Day
Design an Easter Egg Competition
DPA-live Music Week
	Singing Lessons
Young Voices
Symphony Hall Choir
Design Christmas Card Creation
Pantomime
Talent Show
Football Tournaments
Boys and Girls Football League
Design Christmas Fayre programme
Rock Steady
Peripatetic music lessons available
Sports Day
Design an Easter Egg Competition
DPA-live Music Week
Withymoor’s Got Talent 
	Singing Lessons
Young Voices
Design Christmas Card Creation
Pantomime 
Talent Show
Football Tournaments
Boys and Girls Football League
Design Christmas Fayre programme
Rock Steady
Peripatetic music lessons available
Sports Day
Design an Easter Egg Competition
DPA-live Music Week
Withymoor’s Got Talent

	
	Careers
	Visits from parents/staff to discuss careers 
e.g. people who help us
	Readiness for next phase of education (transition)
	Encourage aspirations
	Encourage aspirations, and good choices
	Encourage aspirations, good choices, how to succeed
	Linking curriculum learning to careers
	Experiences of workplaces
Readiness for next phase of education (transition)

	
	Online Safety
	
	Expectations of behaviour apply online
	Know online risks (people, relationships, content, data sharing) & how to stay safe and report
	Know online risks (people, relationships, content, data sharing) & how to stay safe and report
	Know online risks (people, relationships, content, data sharing) & how to stay safe and report
	Similarities & differences in online/ physical world & impact of image perception & addiction
Understand conduct: person online behaviour (e.g. indecent images & online bullying)
	Media literacy & digital resilience


	
	Off site visits/ visitors in school
	Police visit 
Mount Pleasant Methodist Church 
Forest School
Junk Percussion Workshop
Severn Valley Railway
	School nurse visit 
Glasshouse Cone

Freshwater Theatre Company – Great Fire of London
	Ange’s Animal Antics
Visit to Cadbury World
	Worcester Cathedral
Roman Workshop
Baggeridge Country Park and Activity Centre
	Think Tank
Dudley Zoo
Brierley Hill Architectural Heritage Trail
	Young Voices
Brierley Hill Architectural Heritage Trail
RAF Cosford
Ancient Greece – Workshop 

	Trip to St Michael’s church Brierley Hill
Young Voices
Residential – Pioneer Centre
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